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Court sets new congressional district lines

Judges set lines amid state logjam; local districts unchanged

By Jimmy Vielkind

March 20, 2012

ALBANY — A federal court in Brooklyn has set the boundaries for New York's 27 congressional districts, making minimal technical changes to lines it drafted earlier this month.

On Monday, the panel of three federal judges noted that the Legislature had failed to draw its own congressional maps even though less than 24 hours remained until the beginning of the petitioning process for the June 26 House primary.

"Accordingly, the court declares New York to be without a congressional redistricting plan that conforms to the requirements of federal law," the panel wrote, "and it hereby orders defendants to implement the redistricting plan attached."

The federal court seized control over the process of congressional redistricting late last month, when a three-judge panel accepted arguments that state lawmakers tasked with drawing the lines had reached impasse. During a hearing last week, judges telegraphed their decision to adapt the existing maps with minimal changes.

Some changes were adopted to the Brooklyn waterfront and in western New York. Even before the decision was announced, campaigning began for seats in eastern Queens and Rochester.

There were no changes made to the Capital Region's districts. The judges' plan, drafted by U.S. Magistrate Judge Roanne Mann, envisions a single district for the Capital Region encompassing Albany and Schenectady counties as well as eastern Montgomery County (including Amsterdam), western Rensselaer County (including Troy and Rensselaer), and southern Saratoga County stretching as far north as the city of Saratoga Springs. Rep. Paul Tonko, D-Amsterdam, represents portions of the area.

Mann proposed to bunker the Capital Region between a Hudson Valley-Catskills district — in which Rep. Chris Gibson, R-Kinderhook, resides — and an Adirondack district now represented by Rep. Bill Owens, D-Plattsburgh. The latter district would extend south through Essex and Warren counties into northern Saratoga County.

Downstate, the court rejected arguments that it should carve special districts giving precedence to Jews or Dominicans.
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